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(b)  Destroyed farm buildings to be rebuilt;

(c)  The number of sheep owned by one man to be limited
to 2,000 ;

(d)  Fines to be imposed for converting tillage to pasture
contrary to the Act;

(e)  Cottages not to be built with less than four acres of land
attached.

These statutes arc evidence of good intention, but even in the
twentieth century it is one thing to pass an Act of Parliament,
another to get it carried out. The only machinery available
for this consisted of the very powerful and extensive local govern-
ment, which was controlled by the great magnates, and these
were the very offenders to curb whom the Acts were passed.
If something more effective than this could not be found, the
Acts were likely to prove a dead letter. Consequently Commis-
sions were appointed to investigate and enforce the statutes.
Wolsey in 1517 started an active campaign of this kind, the same
policy was continued by Thomas Cromwell, and throughout
the rest of Henry VIII's rrign we find the central government
intervening to protect individual tenants from dispossession.
Somerset wont further and tried to put the clock back once for
all by preventing all changes in the cultivation of an estate,
Ho appointed a Royal Commission to inquire into offences
against the anti-enclosure Acts, with power to pull down fences
and restore decayed farms* Faced by the opposition of the
great lords, the Commissioners failed, and Somerset's policy of
pardoning rioters who took the law into their own hands soon
brought about his downfall. His vacillation in dealing with
the rebellion of Ket, who assembled 16,000 in a camp outside
Norwich and assumed control of the district for five months,
was due to his sympathy with rebels who wens turning the tables
on tyrannous landlords- Like most Tudor rebellions it was
well organized, and the Protector would have done* better had
he definitely taken a side, either redressed grievances or, as
Warwick eventually did, crushed the complainants by force.

The government of unscrupulous landlords, which succeeded
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